
On behalf of: the Applicants 

Name of Witness: Robert Lewins 

Date: May 2022 

 

IN THE LEASEHOLD VALUATION TRIBUNAL 

IN THE MATTER OF – SECTION 20ZA DISPENSATION FOR LONG TERM 

AGREEMENTS FOR THE SUPPLY OF GAS AND ELECTRICITY TO TENANTS AND 

LEASEHOLDERS IN THE GREATER LONDON & SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

B E T W E E N :- 

(1) MOAT HOMES LIMITED 

 

(2) MOAT HOUSING GROUP 

Applicants 

-and- 

(3) THE TENANTS AND LEASEHOLDERS OF THE 8548 PROPERTIES CHARGED 

FOR GAS AND ELECTRICITY WITHIN THE AREAS OF GREATER LONDON & 

SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

Respondents 

 

 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF ROBERT LEWINS 

 

I, Robert Lewins, of Moat Homes Limited of Mariner House, Galleon Boulevard, Dartford, 

Kent, DA2 6QE WILL STATE AS FOLLOWS:- 

 

1. I am a Public Procurement Officer for Moat Homes Limited. I am duly authorised to 

make this statement on behalf of the Applicants.  

 

2. Where the facts stated within this witness statement are within my own knowledge, 

they are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. Where the facts 

stated in this witness statement are not within my knowledge, they are true to the 

best of my information and belief. 

 

3. I will refer to various documents through the course of this statement which have 

been exhibited at “RL1”.  

 

4. I can confirm that this statement was taken by the Claimant’s legal representatives 

following several email exchanges and telephone calls regarding the matter. I can 

confirm that I have read the same in its entirety and agree with its content. 

 



5. The Applicants hereby makes an application for dispensation of the requirements 

under Section 20 of the Landlord & Tenant Act 1985 (as amended) in respect of long-

term agreements for gas and electricity supply. 

 

6. Moat Homes Limited is a Registered Society under the Co-Operative and Community 

Benefit Societies Act 2014. They provide a range of shared ownership homes in 

London, Essex and Sussex. 

 

7. The Respondents are the tenants and leaseholders of the 8548 properties charged 

for gas and electricity within London and the surrounding counties. A copy of some 

sample leases have been exhibited here at pages 1 to 322 of “RL1”.  

 

8. The Applicants would like to enter into a new Qualifying Long Term Agreement 

(“QLTA”) in respect of communal gas and electricity supply.  

 

9. This contract is due to begin on 1 October 2022. However, the Applicants must 

express their desire to enter into this contract in June 2022 to ensure that the 

contract can commence as planned on 1 October 2022. As such, this application is 

urgent in nature.  

 

10. At present, the Applicants hold a 365-day contract with LASER Energy for provision 

of communal gas and electricity. LASER Energy provide the procurement, brokerage 

and supply of Half-Hourly, Non-Half Hourly, Metered and Unmetered Electricity. The 

Applicants understand that they use Npower and Total Gas & Power Limited as their 

current suppliers. This contract is due to expire on 31 September 2022. 

 

11. The Applicants would like to enter into a new contract for communal gas and 

electricity for several reasons. Of course, the Applicants must fulfil their obligations in 

providing communal gas and electricity. Energy buying groups, such as LASER 

Energy, closely track energy prices to ensure that the best price is obtained. This 

new contract would ensure that the Respondents obtain value for money energy 

services.  

 

12. The Applicants are currently working with LASER Energy and other Energy buying 

groups to secure a new contract to begin on 1 October 2022. Those negotiations are 

ongoing but I expect that we will be in a position to confirm our next Energy broker in 

late June 2022.  

 

13. Due to the nature of Energy brokerage, the Applicants are unable to comply with the 

requirements of Section 20 of the Landlord & Tenant Act 1985 in this instance. 

 

14. In accordance with Public Procurement Regulations, a period of ten days must be 

allowed between the notification of bidders of the decision to award the contract and 

signing the contract with the successful bidder. The energy market does not operate 

in this way as bids are requested and contracts are signed within a 24-hour period. 

The only way to reconcile these two constraining obligations is to appoint a Third 

Party Intermediary (“TPI”), i.e Energy broker.  

 

15. Although the Broker has not been chosen yet, the TPI will need to approach the 

marketplace on a particular date to obtain bids from energy companies for the supply 



of electricity and gas. The Applicants will be guided by their TPI in respect of the 

contract type, i.e fixed / variable / hybrid.  

 

16. The nature of these agreements mean that it is not reasonably practicable for the 

Applicants to consult / give the required information to the Respondents at the notice 

of proposal stage of the consultation process and to have regard to the Resident's 

observations. This is because the Applicants have very little time to accept prices 

offered by the TPI, i.e usually a couple of hours.  

 

17. As such, the Applicants are unable to comply with the formal requirements under 

Section 20 of the LTA in this instance. The purpose of fixing a unit price for a supplier 

of gas and electricity is to benefit the Respondents who will be able to take 

advantage of the group’s purchasing power and economies of scale. The Applicants 

are complying with best practice and best value for money by appointing a TPI in this 

scenario.  

 

18. Even so, the Applicants have written to the Respondents regarding this application. I 

can confirm that 8548 residents (named as Respondents to this application) have 

gas or electricity supply for communal heating / communal lighting..   

 

19. In May 2022, the Applicants sent a letter to the Respondents regarding the new 

contract / this application for dispensation. A sample copy of the letter has been 

exhibited here at pages 322 to 324 of “RL1”. The Applicants noted that this was not 

formally required but wanted to put the Respondents on notice of their intended 

application. The letter advises the Respondents of the proposed dispensation 

application, the reasons behind it and the effect on the consultation process.  

 

20. The Respondents were invited to comment on the proposed contract and the 

imminent application by post, email, and phone. Moat Homes Limited have received 

a number of responses from the Residents and are continuing their ongoing effort to 

effectively communicate and engage with the Residents in order to alleviate any 

concerns that they may have. 

 

21. The Applicants hereby confirm that they will respond to any future observations 

received. In addition to the above, the Applicants will arrange as follows:- 

 

a. The brokerage company will advertise the opportunity on their framework; 

b. Once the contract has been formally awarded, Moat Homes Limited will 

publish the outcome on Contracts Finder; 

c. Moat Homes Limited will write to their customers again informing them of the 

outcome of this application. 

 

22. In view of the significant number of Respondents, we would invite the Tribunal to be 

conscious of the logistical challenges involved in notifying upwards of 8500 

Respondents of the application should we be required to notify / send letter and 

copies of the application to each Respondent. The Applicants are, of course, mindful 

to not prejudice any of the Respondents, therefore we trust the Tribunal will make 

appropriate provision for notifying the Respondents taking the above information into 

account.  

 



23. As such, I respectfully request that the Tribunal awards the Applicants dispensation 

from the requirements under Section 20 of the Landlord & Tenant Act 1985.  

 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that proceedings for 
contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false 
statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth. 

 

Signed   

Print Name  Robert Lewins 

Date  11/05/2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of: The Applicants 

Name of Witness: Robert Lewins 

Date: March 2022 

 

IN THE LEASEHOLD VALUATION TRIBUNAL 

B E T W E E N:- 

(1) MOAT HOMES LIMITED 

 

(2) MOAT HOUSING GROUP 

Applicants 

-and- 

 

(2) THE TENANTS AND 

LEASEHOLDERS OF THE 8548 

PROPERTIES CHARGED FOR 

GAS AND ELECTRICITY WITHIN 

THE AREAS OF GREATER 

LONDON & SURROUNDING 

COUNTIES 

Respondents 

 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF ROBERT 

LEWINS 

 

Devonshires Solicitors LLP 

30 Finsbury Circus 

London 

EC2M 7DT 

Our Ref: HRG/MOA1/222 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of: the Applicants 

Name of Witness: Robert Lewins 

Date: March 2022 

 

IN THE LEASEHOLD VALUATION TRIBUNAL 

IN THE MATTER OF – SECTION 20ZA DISPENSATION FOR LONG TERM 

AGREEMENTS FOR THE SUPPLY OF GAS AND ELECTRICITY TO TENANTS AND 

LEASEHOLDERS IN THE GREATER LONDON & SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

B E T W E E N :- 

 

(1) MOAT HOMES LIMITED 

 

(2) MOAT HOUSING GROUP 

Applicants 

-and- 

(3) THE TENANTS AND LEASEHOLDERS OF THE 8548 PROPERTIES CHARGED 

FOR GAS AND ELECTRICITY WITHIN THE AREAS OF GREATER LONDON & 

SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

Respondents 

 

 

Exhibit “RL1” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


